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May we all acquire knowledge
and understanding;

May we all shun hatred and avoid
mutual strifes;

May we all cultivate love and
kindness in our hearts;

May we all derive spiritual solace
and happiness;

May we all live in peace.
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Sangita Kala Acharya
T.S. PARTHASARATHY

MESSAGE

It was in 1966 that I first heard Guruji Raghavan's rendering of Tiruppugazh. I
had just joined the Northern Railway at New Delhi when the Tiruppugazh Anbargal in-
vited me for the Bhajan. Therewas a staggering audience of nearly 1000 in which there
were morewomen than men. Guruji sang for about three hours that moved the list eners to

tears.

On 15-8-67 Tiruppugazh Anbargal celebrated the Arunagirinatha Day in my bun-
galow in Connaught Circus. Guruji sat down to sing at 7 A.M. and finished at 2 PM. He
neither got up norhad even a drop of water. 1 could see tears flowing from his eyes every
now and then. About three hundred devotees had lunch at my place after the bhajan.

After a long gap I met him at Bangalore on 2-9-88 where the Tiruppugazh
Anbargal of the Karnataka Region had arranged a Tiruppugazh Vaibhavam for three days.
The function coincided with the celebration of Guruji's Shashtyabdha Purti at Sringeri
two days earlier. It was another grand show like the one at New Delhi in 1967. I gave a
talk on 'Tiruppugazhil Chandam' on 3-9-88. Tiruppugazh Anbargal brought out on the
occasion a precious souvenir called 'Tiruppugazh Karuvoolam'.

In 1993 I had the privilige of editing, for the Irai Pani Manram', Tambaram, a
rare book called '108 Tala Tiruppugazh'. I contacted nearly 20 scholars who had rendered
yeoman service to popularizing Tiruppugazh. But Guruji's services are totally different.
He is the only one who started a movement (iyakkam) to propagate, not only the
Tiruppugazh, but also the other works of Arunagirinatha like Vel Viruttam and Mayil
Viruttam which have no inherent chandam in them. He has trained hundreds of men, women
and children to sing in chorus more then 500 songs set by himself in 100 different ragas.

The Tiruppugazh movement has crossed the boundaries of India and has taken
root in Canada, Malaysia and other countries. In India all the major cities have Tiruppugazh
groups to keep up the tradition.

I feel it my privilege to participate in this function in which the 71st birthday of
Guruji is being celebrated. I wish to join every one of you in wishing him many more
years of good health, peace of mind and continued service to the propagation of the works
of Arunagirinatha.




GURUJI - A PROFILE
SRI D. KRISHNA AYYAR
President, Thiruppugazh Guru Jayanthi Samithi
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"Dharma Samsthapanarthaya Sambhavami yuge yuge'.

When Dharma is in grave danger of being completely annihilated, Avtars appear.
But not alone in such cataclysmic times does dharma require support. Even in intervening
periods, Dharma has to be revived from time to time, by prophets, sages, savants and
teachers. Of these there are theologians and philosophers who stride the realm in majesty
and splendour and compose immortal works expounding and interpreting the original
scriptures (Sutras, Bhashyas, Vartikas, Prakarana Granthas, Prabhandas etc. ) in their own
unique style and with such powerof poetic beauty and depth of meaning that it makes the
people discard the futile path of material aggrandisement and turn their attention to the
spiritual path. But there are also others who may not themselves compose such works but
who teach the original scripture, the explantory commentaries, works discussing various
aspects of the original scripture, called 'prakarana granthas' and devotional literature based
on the scripture and thereby inculcate in the people moral principles and values of life and
propogate the spiritual way of life.

Saint Arunagirinathar appeard in the 14th century and gave to the world the spiri-
tual beacon called Thiruppgazh. Thiruppughazh is believed to have consisted ori ginally
of 16000 verses of which 1329 (collected by Va. Tha. Subramania Pillai from various
villages and published by Chengalvaraya Pillai) are extant. Kandaranubhuti., Thiru Vaguppu
and Thiru Ezhukkoottrirukkai are the famous immortal works of Saint Arunagirinathar.
(For convenience, all the works of Arunagirinathar would hereafter be referred to as
Thiruppugazh, except where the particular text is specifically mentioned; the text of the
particular set of songs popularly known as Thiruppugazh, will be referred to as "The
Tiruppugazh"). The ragas and the rendition of Thirupugazh songs in which Arunagirinathar
must have sung the praise of the Lord are not available to us, but the 'chandas' (the rhyth-
mic patterns) are available. Vallimalai Swamigal and Kanjeepuram Nayana Pillai were
the pioneers in setting to tune the Thiruppugazh songs. There after various musicians, a
few choral groups and pravachanakartas began singing Thiruppugazh songs and a few
others set to tune a few more songs. But together, they all added up to only about 100
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songs.

Thiruppugazh songs teach oneness with the nondual self effulgent infinite Su-
preme Principle ("Sacchidananda") as the goal of life and describe in poetic profusion the
glories of Saguna Brahman in the form of Lord Suhbramanya. They also lay great stress
on virtues and values of life.

Thiruppugazh is ever a treasure for those who are inclined and have the capacity
to set the verses to musical modes. Of these, one who has done outstanding work in this
field in our time is Sri A.S. Raghavan, affectionately and reverently called Guruji by the
countless disciples who have been fortunate enough to learn Thiruppugazh under his tute-
lage or that of his disciples, who, in turn, have become teachers themselves. To him not
only do we owe a repertoire of about 450 Thiruppugazh songs, but a movement of teach-
ing of Thiruppugazh songs in regular classes to one and all who are interested throughout
the length and breadth of India and also in various centres in U.K., U.S.A., and Canada.
He has also set to tune in attractive ragas, Abhirami Andhadi and Abhirami Pathikam. As
far as teaching Thiruppugazh to non-musicians and laymen is concerned, he is the pio-
neer. This has been a labour of love on his part and on the part of his students who have
become teachers. Countless devotees have been able to learn to sing Thiruppugazh songs
at no cost. Guruji's dedication to the cause and his attitude of Saranagati to the Lord
which have enabled him to carry on the mission, come wind come weather, is well known
in Thiruppugazh circles.

Guruji was born in the consellation of Bharani on 4.9.1928 (Kollam era 1104) as
the second son of Subbaiyer, known as Subbaiya Sastrigal and Ramalakshmi Ammalat
Tutiorin in Tirunelvel District of Tamil Nadu. Guruji's grandfather was Subbayya Sastrigal,
who was well known for his musical discourses covering Valmiki Ramayana. Guruji's
paternal uncle, Krishnaiyer, was well known for his musical discourses covering
Ramanatakam, a Tamil musical classic.

A physical affliction at the age of six which was eventually, cured as if it was a
miracle, had led the parents to surrender the child to Lord Suhbramnya at Thiruchendur.
From that very momnent, the child became the vehicle of the Lord's will and the reposi-
tory of His Grace. Even as a boy, Guruji's mind was dwelling on the Lord and was preoc-
cupied with spiritual quest. A talent for music also was evident.

Financial constraints took the young man, Raghavan, to seek a job at Mumbai.
But even the compulsion of earning a living did nothing to whittle down his interest in
matters spiritual and musical. On the other hand, in an atmosphere of broader facilities in
an area of South Indian community, the interest became more intense. We can have no
doubt that interest in matters spiritual and in music was in the blood. Looking back on
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Guruji's career, we cannot but conclude that there was plenty of Purva Janma equipment
which served as the launching pad for his mission as a great teacher of Thiruppugazh.

While he was at Bombay, Sri Raghavan underwent training in classical carnatic
music under Sangeeta Bhooshanam Vaidyanatha Bhagavathar and Gana Bhooshanam
Vaidyanatha Bhagavathar for about six years. Later Sri Raghavan took up a job at New
Delhi. Here, at that time, there was a comparatively small but closely knit South Indian
community which ws intent on preserving the cultural traditions of South India, while at
the same time participating in the activities and cultural functions of the North and as
such was highly respected by local residents and emigrants from other regions of India.
At New Delhi Sri Raghavan had musical tuition under Kadayam Krishnamurthi
Bhagavathar, and Alathur Venkatesa Bhagavathar (disciple of Alathur Brothers). In that
period, Sri Raghavan used to take part in Harikatha Kalakshepams and Bhajans, Tyagraja
festivals, Muthuswamy Dikshitar festivals and Shyama Sastri festivals along with profes-
sional artistes. He used to render Pancharatna Kirtanas along with stalwarts like
Madirimangalam Ramachandran and Krishnamurthi Bhagavathar. Regular musical con-
certs of Sri Raghavan were also held in various Sabhas. His rendering of difficult Pallavis
eamed him the admiration of front rank musicians like Devakottai Sundararaja Iyengar.
In order to attain greater proficiency in rythmic patterns (Laya Jnanam), Sri Raghavan
took part in the backstage rendering for dance recitals. He also acted in dramas. One of
the roles which was greatly applauded was that of Thirunavukkarasar.

But mere music did not give the kind of happiness and peace that Guruji's mind
was seeking. The mind continued to be engaged in the fundamental question which all
"Yogabrashtas" ponder over.

The musical training, as is the norm comprised kritis of Saint Tyagraja,
Muthuswami Dikshitar and Shyama Sastri. Besides, in the course of musical training, Sri
Raghavan also learnt some Thiruppugazh songs. It so happened that two friends who were
interested in Thirupugazh, Sri Narayanan and Sri. Mahalingam, wanted to learn the songs
from Sri Raghavan. So he began teaching them the songs that he himself had learnt. This
was the turning point in his life whih converted a mere musician into a bard singing the
praise of the Lord. From then on, Guruji's life became a mission of propagating
Thiruppugazh.

In the course of teaching the two friends, Sri Raghavan began looking for more
songs to teach. This prompted him to delve extensively and deeply into Thiruppugazh.
The published works just gave an outline on the rhthmic patterns and no indication of the
ragas or the mode of rendition of the songs. But the Grace of the Lord was so abundant
that the moment Guruji went through a verse, the appropriate raga and tala and the mode
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of rendering flashed in his mind and with his proficiency in music, he was able to set it to
tune in such a way that while the musical part was attractive, the chandam and diction
were in tact and the poetic beauty and spiritual message were brought out in full measure.
It is thus that he has set to tune 460 songs in more than 100 ragas'j

Regular Thiruppugazh classes were first held in various centres at New Delhi. In
due course, persons holding transferable jobs or seeking alternative jobs went to other
cities and towns in India and a few went abroad to UK., U.S.A., and Canada. And the
advanced disciples became teachers. Thus the Thiruppugazh movement spread far and
wide. Though mainly contiunuing to teach at New Delhi, Guruji undertook tours to other
centres in India and abroad to conduct refresher courses and to teach new songs. Thus
Thiruppugazh now has centres or Chapters, not only in New Delhi but in Chennai, Mumbai,
Calcutta, Bangalore, Coimbatore, Tiruchirappalli, Chicago, Los Angeles, Baltimore, Mary-
land and Houston. Thiruppugazh "Isai Vazhipadu"s are held at various temples in India
and abroad on occasions connected with traditional days and festivals pertaining to Lord
Subramanya. Thus, what started as regular free classes in one or two centres at New Delhi
has become a worldwide movement. The number of students, past and present, have to be
counted in thousands. The beauty is that most of them are people with no or very little
musical training but any one listening to a group of students singing the songs in an Isai
Vazhipadu session will not only marvel at the "naada inbam" but will be enchanted by the
spiritual vibration produced by the choral rendering surcharged with "Bhava". This kind
of movement has come into being only because the Lord has bestowed His Grace on
Guruji and ever remains his inner voice.

Encomiums for Guruji's mission have been received from various savants, saints,
sages and devotees. Swami Chidandanda has conferred the title of "Bhakti Ratna".
Sacchidananda Vaillimalai Swamigal Sabhai has conferred the title of "Chanda Tilakam".
His Holiness Late Abhinava Vidyatheertha Swamigal of Sringeri Mutt has conferred the
title of "Thiruppugazh Tondan". Srimukhams have been received on special occasions
from the Sankaracharyas of Sringeri Sarada Peetham and Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham.
Appreciation of Guruji's services have been received from savants and sages like Arutkavi,
Thava Thiru Sadhuranmt Swamigal, Tirumuruga Kripananda Variar and Vageesa Kalanidhi
K.V. Jagannathan and from various Thiruppugazh and Tamil research institutions.

A teacher of devotional music of this range of influene and depth of devotion is
unique in the present age. The initial attraction of Guruji's class, for many, is the music.
But once one sits and learns the songs under him or participates in the Thiruppugazh Isai
Vazhipadu session in temples etc., one is drawn into the bhava of the songs and there
comes a stage when the singer and the singing disappear and the song is tansformed into
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silence. It is then that one can feel the presence of the Lord inthe depths of one's heart.
Because when Guruji leads he is complete absorbed in the Lord and the spiritual vibration
is transmitted to the disciples. Occasions are many when Guruji's absorption becomes so
intense and the ecstasy so deep that his singing stops and he is so deeply one with the
Lord and in that momnent of ecstasy tears flow down his cheeks. From time to time,
Guruji explains the meaning of the songs. When it comes to Tattvam, what it takes a
whole iecture for others, Guruji can transmit in a few words. His stress is on
Sarvaatmabhaava ("anbu" and "avirodham") which is the highest stage a Vedantin attains.

As a person, Guruji leads a simple life of spiritual pursuit. Guruji has assimi-
lated the essence of Vedanta philosophy so thoroughly that while saying "Aham
Brahmasmi", he can happily do Sashtanga Namaskaram to the Lord. We sing "Enathi
yanum verahi evarum yathum yanahum idaya bhavanateetam arulvaye". This evocative
appeal in the saint's words to the Lord reflects Guruji;s state of mind also.

%
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Mrs. SETHULAKSHMI : Canada

I think it was in 1967 that my husband, the late Sri P. Ramaswamy, (a
well known journalist) and I attended a tiruppugazh bhajan in Sri. TM.
Subramanian's (T.M.S) house. We lived in the same colony Bharati Nagar but
were not acquainted with each other. A friend of ours, Sri Adisesha Iyer was
staying with us. He was a Tamil poet and had composed a number of songs on
Lord Muruga which were very popular and sung by concern artists. He was also
an ardent devotee of tiruppugazh and had conducted tiruppugazh bhajans regu-
larly in his home-town Salem. He later took to the ochre robe and became Swami -
Guhananda.

| A tiruppugazh bhajan in homage to the late Sri Tiruppugazh Mani of

Madras who was one of the earliest to propagate the sonegs of Arunagiri Nathar,
the fifteenth century saint-composer of these immortal songs, was being held at
TM.S.'s house. Adisesha Iyer wanted my husband to come with him to the bhajan,
but my husband pleaded his ignorance of the Tamil language as he knew only
malayalam and declined. Adisesha Iyer then changed his tactics and said that
there was no need to know the language as the musical quality of the bhajans
would be so exellent that once we heard it we would not miss a single bhajan.
Since we were very fond of music we went to the bhajan. Sri A.S. Raghavan or
'Guruji' as he is reverently addressed, was conductging the bhajan. It was melodi-
ous and enthrallig. It didn't matter that we did not fully grasp the meaning of the
songs-the music moed us to tears.
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Writing this note from Toronto,, Canada, where I am visiting my daugh-
ter, I attended the Vishaka bhajan and a tiruppugazh class conducted by Mrs. Tara
Krishnan. She has been holding up the tiruppugazh banner here in Toronto. Even
with a very busy work schedule people manage to find the time to attend classes,
and all the important festivals bhajans like Krittigai, Sasti, Visakam and Thai
Poosam, hested at the homes of the Anbargal, are very well attended. I was happy
to see many of the younger generation participating.

Forty years ago, this movement had a nucleous of ten to fifteen mem-
bers in Delhi. It grew from strength to strength and people who came for the first
time for a bhajan, stayed on.

Anyone who has attended the tiruppugazh bhajans of those times would
have known Sri. Ramand Easwaran and Sri. K.P. Narayanan both of whom are no
more amidst us. Sri Ramnad Easwaran, an eminent concert mridagist was from
the very beginning associated wutg Guruji and always provided the percussion
accompaniment for the bhajans. Sri. K.P. Narayanan was a brilliant harmonium

player and gave support on the harmonium at the tiruppugazh bhajans. altogether
they made a great team.

Thus this movement is now a global movement taking the message of
tiruppugazh to many parts of the world. It is-a one man's achievement setting
these songs to melodious tunes in all ragas with the chanda talas neatly set to
count beats-Sri. A.S. Raghavan.
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( THe Gneat IMPACT )

SULOCHANA KRISHNAMURTHY : Canada

Most of us, the Thiruppugazh Anbargal of Greater Toronto, emi-
grated to Canada in our early 20's, some 25 years ago. This country, though pro-
vided us with intellectual fulfillment and career satisfaction, left us yearning for
something more-a devotional expression and experience perhaps-among other
things. Our children had to grow up without the influences of an extended family
and in a society devoid of traditional Indian Dharma. Everything started to fall in
place, as if by divine grace, by early 1980s. A prime disciple of our revered Guruji,
Mrs. Tara Krishnan landed on our soil and that marked a definite turning point in
our lives and of our children.

[ think I found my reply in 1988, when we had the privilege of
meeting and bonding with our "guruji". The very first bajan we participated with
him, was an experience in itself. We sat there awe struck, choking with inexplicabl
emotions. It wasthen that I realized, what Thiruppugazh meant to me. There I
saw Guruji, in all his ecstasy, face to face with Lord Muruga, speaking to Him,
pleading with Him, chiding Him and even. playing with Him. I started under-
standing the meaning of many phrases in Thiruppugazh as delineated so discern-
ibly by our Guruji. I started marveling the mastery of the immense work by Shri.
Arunagirinathar and the message "Avirodha" as conveyed by the saint and so
well elucidated by our Guruji.

What we are today, is one happy congenial family - Thiruppugazh
Anbargal family. The ripple effect of Thiruppugazh on our children are many,
somc -ubtle and some more obvious. On the obvious side, some children are
many, sumne subtle and some more obvious. On the obvious side, some children
have worked diligently and learnt to read Tamil. Some are the next successors to
Tara Mami, singing with perfect diction and dedication. Most of the 70 copies of
the English transliteration of Thiruppugazh, published by the "Thiruppugazh
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Anbargal of Toronto" in 1996, are in use among our children. On the obvious
side, the children who do not participate directly in singing, enjoy the love and
care showered on them by the family; the social life and the security. They hae a
very firm moral and ethical rooting, sown by association and motivation.

Going back to Guruji's visit in 1988, we were not only just mes-
merized by his bajans, but the trips we took with him and the classeshe had con-
ducted for usand the children were all experiences we treasure forever. His sec-
ond visit in 1991 to Toronto was equally memorable and the children to this day
cherish the memories. Though we were able to attend only a few bajans during
his latest trip to USA, it was very fulfilling and reinforced our bonds.

On this very special occasion of his birthday, I join all the
Thiruppugazh anbargal of greater Toronto, to wish Guruji, Smt. Janaki Raghavan
and their family a very long life, good health and prosperity.
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Swami Chidananda Maharaj of Swami
Sivananda Ashramam Rishikesh.










